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Madame Chairperson and Distinguished Members of the Committee:
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reviewing our Fifth and Sixth Country Reports, and our responses to the pre-

session questions, on the implementation of the Women’s Convention or
CEDAW.

Co-Chair of the Delegation is Ms. Myrna Yao, Chairperson of the National
Commission on the Role of Filipino Women. Deputy Head of Delegation is
Ambassador Bayani Mercado, Deputy Permanent Representative of the
Philippine Mission to the United Nations. Also with us are Undersecretary
Ethelyn Nieto of the Department qf Health and Undersecretaw Liizvimioda
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The Framework Plan for Women serves as the gender equality framework of
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promotion of women’'s human rights is a key component of the Plan, along

with the promotion of women’s economic empowerment and gender-

responsive governance.

i Bz g “‘“H‘gfﬁ- et e - i
A 2
x . y
A I

historical disadvantages of women in different aspects of national life have
been enacted, or are pending before the Philippine Congress.

In June 2006, President Arroyo abolished capital punishment, a step
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those of twenty-seven females death convicts.

In line with Article 6, landmark legislations for dealing with violence against



offenses and sentenced four to life imprisonment. Sixty-seven offenders have
been charged and 31 prosecuted for violations of the law.

In compliance with Article 1 of the Convention, the Magna Carta for Women is
in the final stages of review in the House of Representatives. Its provisions
are in keeping with those of CEDAW, the Convention on the Rights of the
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State to recognize, affirm and intensify its efforts to guarantee the rights and
fundamental freedoms of women, especially those in the marginalized
sectors. A similar bill is to be filed in the Philippine Senate, and the two will
eventually become our Gender Equality Law.

Knowing from our earlier experience that the process of enacting laws that
address women'’s rights entails several years of unrelenting lobbying and

advocacy, the national machinery and members of civil society will continue to
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The democratic processes that combat formal and systemic forms of

discrimination are aleo at work in our lacal aovarnmenfe Miirina ite Paarl




patronage and corruption.

The national machinery and the budget department have issued two joint
circulars to institutionalize gender mainstreaming in the activities and

udaeting processes of local governments. A circular from the department of
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The formal provisions and mechanisms for the implementation of the

Convention are definitely in place. However, the extent to which we are able
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of the population and close to a third of Filipino women live below the poverty

line. Rural women bear the brunt of impoverishment, and occupy the lowest

rungs of the economic ladder in agriculture. With devolution of powers and the
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to-market roads. Other projects include electrification, day care centers,
school buildings, and health stations. All such projects respond to the practical
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million poor households, or around 10 million Filipinos.

KALAHI has also funded capability-building activities and innovative income-
generating projects. In collaboration with the Technology and Livelihood
Resource Center (TLRC), ENTREPINAY groups composed of unemployed
women have been organized in some 200 communities. TLRC provides
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Another circumstance that intensely affects women is the peace and order
situation in our nation. Sad to say, peace in all regions and for all sectors of
our society remains elusive. The most problematic challenges to peace and
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discrimination against women, significant gains have been made to change

gender values anent sex roles, male domination and female subordination.

which promote the value of shared parenting and egalitarian relationships.
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and maternity expenses for normal deliveries. A law has also been
promulgated for the promotion of public awareness on HIV-AIDS and its

causes.

The transformation of gender constructions from traditional stereotypes to
ones consistent with gender-fair and gender equal values remains a
significant challenge. Diverse strategies in this regard will continue to be a

major component of our legislative and civil advocacy.

Article 7 of the Convention calls for measures to eliminate discrimination in
public and political life. Let me say that, despite the persistence of gender
gaps in many aspects of our lives, Filipina women are well-represented in key

positions of power and decision-making.

To begin with, the Philippines enjoys the distinction of being one of the few
nations in the world today that has a woman as head of state. | am one of two
women in the Cabinet, as Secretary of the Department of Social Welfare and
Development. Our Department is a key player in the state’s fight against
poverty and in promoting access by marginalized groups, including women, to

social and economic opportunities and benefits.
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situation of impoverished, abused and discriminated women. Civil society
groups have proven to be staunch and tireless partners in the concerted quest

for gender equality.

Our efforts towards eliminating gender inequalities have not been confined to
our territorial boundaries. Filipino women in gender equality advocacy have
constantly striven to link their work with like-minded women and organizations
across the globe.

We are also proud to say that many Filipino women have been elected to
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They also agreed to certify the immediate passage of the Magna Carta for

Women.

Madame Chairperson and members of the Committee, | have provided you
with the highlights of the Reports we have submitted to this Committee.

We now welcome your comments, assessments and advice on these matters.

As always, we are prepared to apply your expert views, insights and
suggestions to the furtherance of our implementation of the Convention and

the Optional Protocol.

A pleasant good morning to you all.
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